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 INSTRUCTION  

 Experimental and Innovative Programs 

 1

 Experimental and innovative programs which may improve 
the educational program are encouraged by the Stafford 
County School Board to the limits of financial 
practicability. 
 
 An experimental program shall be a program which is 
operated under controlled circumstances and which is 
designed to test and to establish, by objective measures, 
the positive cognitive effect of an educational theory. 
 
 An innovative program shall be a program shown to 
produce a positive educational effect but which does not 
meet standard operating or procedural requirements. 
 
 All new programs of an experimental nature must have 
the approval of the board regardless of the sources of 
financial support. 
 
 The board shall seek a waiver (Exhibit A) from the 
State Board of Education should the innovative or 
experimental program not be consistent with accreditation 
standards or other regulations of the State Board of 
Education. 
 
Legal Reference: Through June 30, 1999 
 
 Regulations of the Virginia Board of Education,  
“Standards for Accrediting Public Schools in Virginia.” 8VAC 
20-131-290. “D.  With the approval of the local school 
board, local schools seeking to implement experimental 
and/or innovative programs that are not consistent with 
accreditation standards or other regulations promulgated by 
the Board shall submit a waiver request, on forms provided 
to the Board of Education for evaluation and approval prior 
to implementation.” 
 
 Interpretive Supts. Memo, No. 2, July 24, 1998.  
Clarification of Accrediting Issues. 
 
 
 
 
 
Adopted by School Board: March 24, 1987 
Amended by School Board: June 29, 1999 








